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REGEDING FLOODS DISGLO

" TOLL OF DEATH
BIG IN DAYTON;
~ MANY DYING!

Messenger From Stricken
City Tells First Real Story
of Horror—Fire Adds
to Terror.

. Hoxw Torrent Broke Into Dayton

The breaking of the banks of the Loramie reservoir in Shelby county
yosterday momning sent a wallof water roaring some hundred miles
down the Great Miami and Mad rivers. The impact against the
levees at Dayton was terrific, and that in North Dayton was first to
give way.

That breach in the dike gave the waters greater power, and at 8 o'clock
last might the levee at Main street bridge broke. The river roared
through and inundated a huge zone in the heart of the city a mile
and 2 half wide.

The Main street bridge, of concrete, was swept away like paper, and the
Fifth street bridge (steel) was lifted from its abutments and

against a railroad bridge downstream. Dynamiting brought
selief. The break in the levee iz fifteen feet wide, and the
of water ranges from six to thirty feet. Hundreds of houses
swept off their moorings, and it is estimated that 30,000 are
homeless.
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DAYTON, Ohio, March 26.—(By mesenger to Leb-
anon, Ohio)—Dayton today is a city of the dead, the dying,
the homeless, and the grief-stricken. Its tragic story will
not be known until the last body has been taken from the
flood that covers half the city and the last charred body
from the ruins of the fire that is spreading unchecked
through the southern section.

The whole story never will be told—the heroism of
men; the martyrdom of women; the mad hysteria that
seized some and caused them to jump into the flood and
death; the torture of despair that gripped those who, im-
prisoned in their homes by the water, waited in vain for
help until the advancing flames came and destroyed them.

- Shoots Suffering Family.

A man marooned with his family on the roof of his
home shot and killed his wife and three chiuldren and then
himself rather than to suffer death in the flames, according
to a report received by J. J. Munsell, employment superin-
tendent of the National Cash Register Company, from a
man who actually saw the occurrence. The bodies floated
away on the floods.

There may be a hundred dead or a thousand. The
census of the dead cannot be taken until the water recedes
and leaves its prey behind.

A big sturdy man is crying like a child here at the
offices of the National Cash Register Company, where
nearly 1,000 homeless flood victims are sheltered. He has

been to the hospitals, the schools, where refuges are housed,
to the churches—at none of thesz is his family.

Money Loss Is Great.

The money loss is heavy, but nobody cares about
about money loss, though it runs into the millions.

Dayton, once prosperous, proud, and wealthy, today
found that money is the most useless thing in the world
in this hour of disaster.

Dayton doesn’t want money. It asks for food, for
ciothing, for nurses, for doctors, and for medicine.

“Don’t send us money, we can't use it,” said ]J. C.
Hale, of the National Cash Register Company, who is in
charge of the relief work.

This dispatch is written at a place a mile from the
center of the flood zone, which is the center of the city,
where the banks, the skyscrapers, the hotels, and the de-
partment stores are located.

Between the city and safety there is a whirlpool. Only
2 mile intervenes, but it might be one thousand miles or five

thousand, for no word of what happened beyond the whirl-
Lontinued on Becond Page.)

ONLY ONE TRANS
HERE FAON WEST

Cleveland Flyer, Skirting Flood
District, Arrives at Station
Six Hours Late.

There are no Western trains running’
into Washington today, The city s
not lnked by rail with the stricken
section of mid-Ohlo, for no traln has
surceeded in fighting Its way into
Pittsburgh from the West.

There Ila only one exception to thia
fact—the Cleveland flyer, skirting the
northern edge of the flood district,
limped into Union Station, six hours
late, at 1:50 o'clock this afternoon, It
found heavy golng in the Mahoning val-
ley, just north of Pittshurgh, and Is
the sole link of communication between
the seaboard and the middle West to-
davy,

“No report,” g the mign hanging out
on the Union Statlon bulletin board re-
garding the 12:15, the 12:33 and the
£:35 Pennsylvanla tralns en route from
Chicago. None of these trains is with-
in striking distance of Pittsburgh, and
the dispatcher's office asserts it is
entirely  without Information &as 1o
where they are stalled.

The Chesapeake and Ohlo train from
Chicago and other Western points, due
at 12:156 o'clock, arrived at Union Sta-
tion at 2:30 o'clock. This train luckily
made {ts way through southern In-

diana without being seriously impeded| ;

vy the flonds,

The lack of train service in the
stricken districts, emphagized by the
paralysin of Western traffic at the
Unlon Btation, makes the work of re-
Hef Adifficult, If not Iimpossible In-
formation recelved at the Postoffice De-
partment [ndicates that no trains are
now running in the reglon bounded by
Cleveland, Toledo, Columbus, Cincin-
bus, Terre Haute, and the Ohlo river.

Bridges have been washed out In
many places and In others water {8 flow-
ing many feet above the tracks. It ls ex-
pected to be days, {f not weeks, before
passenger traffic (s restored to its nor-
mal] condition

Wilson Greets Pupils
0f First College Class

President Wilson today met [four
members of the first class he taught
when a professor of political economy
at Princeton Unjversity. Among his
first callers today were W. J. Lambert,
John M.  Hanna. Charles A. McKenny,
and G. Thomas Dunlap, of Washington,
who were members of the class of 18

Philadelphia Excursion
Next Sunday, March 30, Pgnnsylvania
Rallroad. 323 round trip. Speclal train
leaves Washington 7:20 a. m. $2.% to
Chester and- return; 32.00 to Wilmington
and return. Consult Ticket Agenta
—Advt
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Life at Thousand, and
Property Damage in Millions.

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind, March M-
Paralyzed b ya tie-up of industry and
Ftransportation, with heavy loss of life
reported from pevera: citles and prop-
erty danmage estimated in the millions,
Indiana today suffered from the worst

Floor.
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Upper Left—Hotel Algonquin, the Water at Its Heigat Reached to the Third
Upper Right—A Portion of the National Cash Register
Where Hundreds of the Homeless Ones Are Housed. Center—Union Sta-
tion, Partially Submerged. Bottom —May of

flood in its history. The loss of life In
the State will be more than 1M. Some
estimates are 1,000,

Peru was the worst sufferer. The vil-
lage of Brookville, In the southeastern

part of the State, was wiped out, but

Plant

Flooded States.
Nelson Co., Portland, Me.

All Pic-

NORE THAN 230,00
HONELESS I 04D

Reports of Loss of Life and

Property Meager Because of |

Paralyzed Communication.

COLUMBI'S, Ohin,
more thapm Z¥,0M driven trom their
homes, whole towns laid waste, and
loss of life that eannot bhe estimated,
Ohla lay prosirate today Letore a flood
tha! showed no signs of abatement,

Reports that reached Columbus today
from the stricken cllles were meager
hecanse rallroad facllitles were para-
Iyzed and only oeccaslonzlly was Co-
fumbus able tn get & telegraph or tele-
phone connectinn,

“This Is one of the most terrihle ca-
tastrophles In the historyv of Ohlo,”* said
Governor Cox early teday,

After working all night Iin the adju-
tant general's office In the State house,
officers of the Ohlo Natlonal tGuard
reported thiy morning that they had
fucreeded In assembling 4600 militja-
men. ready for service in the flood dis-

{Continued on Third Page.)
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[Envoy’s Lost Wallet

| With _$700, Is Found

F. A. Lima, a special envoy from
Balvador to the United States, who re-
ported to the pollce yvesterday that he
had lost or had stolen from his person
a wallet containing $700, notified head-
quarters this afternpoon that it had been
found. Benor Lima did not state In
what manner the wallet was recovered.

communication was cut off and it is im-
possible to learn how many were

drowned.

The entire Wabash valley is a deso-
late scene, ita scores of prosperous clties
absolutely paralyzed and cut off from
the outer world. The loss of life along
the whaole length of the river will be
very large, It is feared. Wires are down
everywhere, trains are not running and
ronds have been obliterated so that con-
firmation of the wild rumors |s impos-
sible.

THO HUNGRED DEA
AT NDAMPLS

Great Loss Is Reported From
West Side: Due to Great
Flood in White River.

Floods Still Rising.

Rain is still general over the RBtate
after sixty hours of steady downpour,
and the flood has not reached its crest.
Appeals for Btate a!d have reached

INDIANAPOLIS, March 26— | GGovernor Ralstan from Peru and Brook-
That 200 persons were drowned in ville. Rellef measures have been under-
taken.

West Indianapolis was reported
today when communication was es-
tablished with the west side for a
brief time.

Communication was cut off when
the Washington street bridge over
the White river went out last
night. The drowned were in the
district flooded when the Norris
street levee broke. Definite report,
from that section of the city have
not yet been obtained.

Indlanapolls has suffered §35 000,000
property loss already, and the destruc-
tion is growing worse. Two bridgea
valued at half 5 milllon dollars were
washed away. Ten thousand houses
ara flooded.

The homeless ares being cared for by
friends and relatives, and |n publie
bulldings. State troops are on duty on
the limits of the damaged area. The
finest residential section of the city is
flooded, It was thought to be im-
mune from high water.

Big Loss of Life Feared.

Fearful shrieks In the dark when the
West Washington bridge gave way,
letting In a high torrent on a resi-
dential sectlon gave rise to the bellef
that many persons perished.

At Broad Ripple, a suburh, wherse
the White river flood {8 at ita worst,
a thousand families were roused at 2
o'clock this moming to escape the on-
coming waters.

$3.50—Philadelphia and Retumn.
$2.25—Chester and return; & 00—Wi-
mington and return; Pennsylvania Rafl-
road next Sunday. Speclal train leaves
Washington 7:20 a. m. Consult Ticket
Agents for Via

————— ———t—

Pennsylv—ariia Gives
$50,000 to Aid Ohio

HARRISBI'R(,
ator E. M Herhat of Berks today in-
troduced In the Senate a resolution ap-
propriating $0,000 for the rellef of the
flood sufferers In Ohlo. Senntor Me-
Nicholg of Lackwanna suggested the ad-
vigabllity of walting untl] it eould be as-
certained whether some communities In
western Pennsyivania  reported to he
damaged by floods should not be jnciud-
ed in the rellef.

Pa. March 25.—8en-

EHEAVY 1035 0r LIFE AND FEARFUL SUFFERING IN THREE STATES;
200,000 HOMELESS FACE FOOD FAMINE; PROPERTY L0SS NOW ESTIMATED AT $25,000,000

OHIO, INDIANA,
PENNSYLVANIA
. ARE HARD HIT
Fatalities Reported in Score
-of Towns—Houses and
Bridges Washed Away.
Troops Go to Aid.

|
f

Slowly receding waters in middle-western Ohio, In-
diana, and Pennsylvania this afternoon disclose 2 heavy
loss of life and property-losses of many millions in a scor:
of cities. The death list cannot yet be estimated, but that
it will run into the hundreds seems certain. '

Wild estimates place the number of dead at anywhere
from 500 to 6,000, but as fragmentary facts filter out >f
the devastated areas over cripplad wires, it is believed that
these cannot be true. -

Conservative statements place the fatalities at Day-
ton, Ohio, at a little more than 100.

At Delaware, Ohio, it is thought that nineteen were
killed.

Greatest Flood in Years.

The gigantic floods appear to have surpassed all rec-
ords of recent years in the scope of their destructiveness.
That 500,000 persons have been rendered homeless and
property damaged to the extent of half a billion dollars
appears certain.

In Ohio the Miami river valley, including the towns
of Dayton, Hamilton, and Piqua, is an eighty mile long
strip of devastation.

The Wabash river, bursting its banks at Peru, Ind.,
has brought havoc upon town after town throughout its
length. Indianapolis and other cities on the White river
are inundated. :

Throughout other sections of both States the smaller
rivers have flooded towns and hamlets by the score and
passing eastward the rising of the waters now threatens
to visit similar destruction upon the vicinity of Pittsburgh,
Wheeling, and other citeis on the Ohio and Allegheny
rivers.

Reports from small towns near Piqua, Sidney, Middle-
town, and Hamilton which reached here today via tele-
phone and telegraph and brought by men on horseback
and afoot all tell of devastation and death throughout the
great Miami valley.

Thousands are camped on the hills, without food or
protection from the cold winds and rain.

The number of homeless was estimated at 80,000
in th seection surrounding the above named towns. The
property loss will run between $20,000,000 and
$50,000,000.

In Cleveland and in the northern part of the State the
(Continued on Second Page.)
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